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a real Concern for its Propaga- 
tion, have overcome all the Ob- 
& jections I could eaſily raiſe againſt 
my ſelf as a Writer; and, if I am 
not miſtaken, have given me Re- 


ſolution enough to carry me through any ill 
Treatment I may meet with upon that Ac- 


count. . 1 | 
In Matters of meer Opinion we often ſee Men 
ſo tenacious. of their own Apprehenſions, as to 


be impatient of Contradiction, or hearing any 


Thing to the contrary. Oppoſtion ſometimes lets 
them a Raving, and talking their own Talk, 


like Madmen in the Dark, without allowing 


others to ſpeak in their Turn, or conſidering 


what they have to ſay for themſelves. ' 


I am very ready to grant, that when a Man 
thinks himſelf in the Right, he is not to blame 


tor endeavouring to bring others into the ſame 


Sentiment. To be perfectly indifferent what other 


Men think or act, in Matters which we a pre- 
bend of Conſequence to the preſent Good of Man- 
84S 44 | A 2 ; kind, 


Strong Conviction of Truth, and 
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kind; is ae SN A 9 8 3 owe to 
God, and our Neighbour. Tis a laudable Zeal, 


and true Charity, to endeavour their Conviction 
by all fair and proper Methods; and by the 
gleateſt Power of Realvn, "repreſenting in the 
molt lively Manner the dangerous Tendency of 
their Principles, or Ways of acting. 


Since my Publication of the firſt Volume of 
the Hiſtory of ihe Engliſh Baptiſts, the Reverend 


Mr. Lewis, Miniſter of Mergate in the County 


of Kent, has been pleaſed to preſent us with a 
Brief Hiſtory of the Riſe and Progreſs of Anabap- 


+ tiſm in England; and tells us, it is taken from 


Stow, from our publick Records, and from the 


 Huabaptiſts own Writings and Confeſſions ; which 


he declares he has not wilfully, in the leaſt miſ 
repreſented. 


This . in 83 of the 


famous Dr. Wickliffe and his Followers, from 
the foul Aſperſions of their Enemies, who char- 
d the Rebellion of. Was Tyler upon them, ob- 


Hiſt. Life * That although Dr. Wickliſfe met with 


of Wick- 


liffe. 


5p. 175. 


% ſo many, and ſuch powerful Adverſaries, yet 
** he had his Friends and Patrons who eſpouſed 
6 his Cauſe, and took his Part; that he was in 


great Favour with the common People; and 


the Number of thoſe who believed in his 
Doctrine, every where filled the Compak 
« of the Kingdom, inſomuch that a Man 
could not meet two People on the Road, but 
à one of them vas a. Diſciple of Wicklife . 
„Thus, the Multitude of his Diſciples, and the 
<« Protection they had from Men in Power, 
brought upon them all the black Charges that 
the Pens of Monks and Friers could exhibit, 
<.or poſſibly invent, which they knew would 


+. blacken- and make them odious; as Deke 
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Defiance to the Government, and encouraging 
Men to riſe in Rebellion and Oppolition to 


it; and all from this Doctrine, which Varil- 


las, a modern French Hiſtorian, charged them 
with, viz. That worldly Goods ought to be 
equally diftributed among Men, and beld in 
common by them; and that no Man could pro- 


Whereas, ſays Mr. Lewis, and that with 
Juſtice, If he had ever read any of the Hiſto- 


 rians of thoſe Times, he muſt have known, 


that this Inſurrection was made by the Boors' 
at that Time; not on any Religious Account 
whatſoever, but on a Provocation, by the In- 
ſolence of the Collectors of a Poll Tax; and, 
that Dr. Wickliffe is never charged, even by 
his Enemies, with holding a Community. of 
Goods, and the Unlawfulneſs of Property to 


all Men. But ſuch groundleſs Fables, ſays 


Mr. Lewis, - the Authors of them know to 
have their, preſent Uſe ; at leaſt. in raiſing” the 


Paſſions of the unthinking Rabble, and ſetting 


them againſt thoſe whom they would have 
them hate.“ 
How much this: Reverend 8 has f imi- 


tated the Exam ple of the very Perſons, he has 
juſtly taken ſo much truly learned Pains to con- 
fute, will appear by his Performance; which is 


introduced with a Paradox, for he fays,. In or- Brief Hiſt. 


13 
46 


der to give a fair and impartial Account of the? 
"Engliſh Anabaptiſts, it will be neceſſary to 


* take ſome Notice of their firſt Riſe and Begin- 
ing in Germany.” And then ſpends: more 
than thirty ſix Pages, in telling us old Tales, re- 
ſpecting a frantick People in Germany, who were 


not all Anaba ptiſts, but a mixed Multitude; 
ON 6 k might indeed have been eaſily en-). rt 
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< ſarged, but ab is ſufficient to ſpew, that i 


«« fant [Baptiſm had been the Cuſtom and Pra- 


« tice of all the Chriſtian Churches from the very 


Beginning 
An amazing Concluſion! But I cannot think | 
this learned ain Pat a Gentleman could imagine, 


that the Eugliſb Baptiſts would believe him, and 


thereupon” become his Proſelytes. Did the re- 


nowned Dr, Featly, the famous Baxter, and ma- 
ny others, Men of great Learning and Penetra- 
tion, ſteer the ſame Courſe, and travel through 


all the ſame Regions, and not hit on this ſo much 
deſired Quæſſtum? Go on, good Sir, it is to be 


hoped, ſuch a Genius, in Time, may ſo ſteer. hi 
Courſe as to find out Longitude allo,  _ 
In this Hiſtory af Mr. Lewis's there appears 


ſo much of IIl-Nature, to ſay no worſe, that it 


ſeems to me rather calculated from the Meridian of 
M. D' Afiguy, than to be ſerviceable to ſhew, as he 


Advertiſe-{ays, << The Folly and Falſeneſs of the Anabap- 
ment, 


9. 5+ 


4 riſts Tenets, and convince them, and others, 
that what they get, if they do get any Thing, 
« by what they call pure Worſvip, they loſe by. | 


« want of Charity.“ 


Suppoſe a Roman Catholick ſhould undertake 


to write an Hiſtory of the Reformation, and ſtore 


the ſame with Facts not juſtifiable in ſome of the 


| Reformed, and thence conclude, it was ſufficient- 
to ſhew, that the Roman Catholick Religion was 
from the Beginning; very few, beſides Mr. Lewis, 
would from hence believe, that what the Re- 


formed got by pure N. or ſhip, they loſt by want 
of Charity. 


Mr. Lewis has been pleaſed to add himſelf to 


the Number of thoſe, 3 will have the firſt 
Riſe of the Engliſo Baptiſts to ſpring, from the 


| mad Rebellion —— IL. muſt. therefore 2 | 
| | e 


J 4 i "As = 


N 


(71 


ſet my Readers to what 1 have Taid in tlie Beſt 
Volume of the Hiſtory of tht Engliſh. Baptiſts, 
v here I have endeavoured to make it plainly - 
pear, that many Tears before the Inſurrection at y. . * 
Munſter, there were many Baptiſts: And having | 
traced the Account of them even to the Beginning 
of Chriſtianity it ſelf, did, in the Concluſion ob- 
ſerve, That the moſt common Opinion concern- 
ing the firſt Riſe of the Baptiſts, and that which ; | 
would reflect the greateſt Alen upon them, has 
the leaſt Appearance of Truth in it; and is ſuffi- ; 4 
ciently confuted by the Pædobaptiſts themſelves, 
viz. That they ſprung from thoſe mad and here- 
tical People at Munſter in Germany; and alſo, 
That the moſt learned of their Adverſaries, and 
thoſe who have examined the Hiftories of this 
People with the greateſt *Care and Dili igence, 
make them to be much ancienter, and | 
no leſs than ſeven other different Periods of Time | 
for their Origin, any one of which being _ 
will wipe away that Scandal. | 
Why Mr. Lewis, when he had this Hiſtory of 0 
mine befork him, ſhould thus peremptorily ap- 
pear in the Character of an impartial Hiſtorian, 
without taking any Notice thereof, I will not de- 
termine. But I am inclined to think, he will be 
taken by moſt of his Readers in this, as a voy. 
partial ne | 
As the Bantifts have again and again replied ro ö 
thoſe Authors, who, to fix an Odium upon them, =_ 
would date their Origin from this vile Tragedy at 5 I 
Munſter ; ſo I might be excuſed from making ö 
any Reply thereunto in this Place. Yet, for the 
Satisfaction of Mr. Lewis, I will venture to tran- Il 
ſcribe a little from a Treatiſe,” intituled Moderati. 1 \ 
on, (printed in the Year 1660. and humbly ten = 
teri to the honourable Members of Parliament) =_ 
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_— = 
what I there find very much, in my Opinion, to 
the Purpoſe ; and hope it may be to'the Convidti- 
on of Mr. Lewis alſo. | 
4 All Hiſtorians, ſays the Author, about the | 
* Seditions in Germany, confeſs, thus far ingenu- 
« oufly; that the intolerable Oppreſſons' of the 
«« Magiſtrates then, gave one great Occaſion of 
« their Riſe and Progreſs to that height. Where- 
< fore at the ſame Time (about the Year of our 
* Lord 1525.) in Suevia and Franconia, there 
<« aroſe in Arms about forty thouſand Men (who 
<< pretended nothing at all to that called Anabap- 
e tiſm) to exonerate and acquit themſelves by 
* Force from their heavy Burthens. Which was 
% more a Rebellion than the other; for they kill. 
« ed the greateſt Part of the Nobility, pillaged, 
4 ſack'd, and burnt their Houſes, Ethes, and 
« Fortreſſes; and violently overflowed and de- 
cc ſtroyed the Country like an Inundation. Yet 
&. concerning theſe, we have only the gentle ten- 
« der Hints of our Hiſtoriographers, giving us 
ce in few Lines merely Narrative of Fat, with- 
& out any Odium on their Fault, or any Black Cha- 
« rafters at all upon their Names, P erſons, or | 
« Religioy ; when as the ſame Hiſtory of the 
«. ſame Fact, imputed to ſome called Anabap- 
<« tiſts there, is wrote in moſt dreadful Letters of 
« Blood, concerning their Perſons, Names, and 
Religion; which, by the Way, fays the Au- 
* thor, may guide the impartial Reader in his 
<< Obſervation, and Credit of Hiſtories wrote by 
Adverſaries.? _ 
No ſomewhat. Contemnpoiary: with this 
e great Inſurrection (according to the ſame So- 
«© ries) Caroloſtadius, Stock, Muntzer, and other 
« publick Miniſters of the Goſpel | (as Luther 
chen was) fell from good Frivelp les to dan: 
2 gers 
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RD 4% 
WP 1 1 Opinions, Dreams, Enthuſiaſins; Pre- 


4 rences. 
6 ons (all which, theſe called Anabaptiſts that I 


« defend, do, and ever did, as much diſclaim 


« manageth theſe Opinions, with. the 8 


« 1531, 1532, and forward,, broke out the 
« like unhappy Buſtle at the City of Munſter in 
« WH, balls, "i John Bed 3 
« and one Bernard Rotman, 2 publick. Preacher 
« in that City. And this was 3 with 
« the like fooliſh, mad, vain Opinions, being 

« as far remote from, and as foreign unto theſe 
« People in England, in their Opinions, as they 
« were in their Perſons, Place, and Time; who 
therefore are unduly and unworthily called 
their Spawn, their Of-/pring, and Gingration, 
« &c, and what not? Howbeit, let it be ohſer- 
« ved, how. monſtrous and prodigious this. is 
( niade 3' - and how much the World is made to 
ring of the Noiſe of this ane Diſaſter, that 


© how unchriſtianly, and unreaſonably it is now. 
rated up, and reckoned to a Company of People, 
* who in ſuch Things are as innocent now of the 


then unborn. Whereas I have mentioned /zke 


the like Hints in thoſe Hiſtories of the Si gers, 
* who about 200 Years before aroſe, and violently. 
 * deſtroyed their Lords, and as violently changed 
2 —— blame) . their Governors and Go-. 


"" . 


of extraordinary Viſions and Revelati- 


« ons unto diſturbous Practices, to his, and 
e others Ruin and Reproach. About ſix or ſe- 
ven Years after, which was about the Years 


6 3 in one little Compaſs of Time; and 


like, as they were of that very Fact there, being 
Fu at the ſame Time in others, and may add 


2 abhor, as ay: others in the World, hold- : 
firmly to the ſacred Word of God, the 


4 1 V . of whom, Munter chiefly 


i / 


„ | 
e vernment, not reverting to this Day; which 
if thoſe of Germany had ſucceeded as proſpe- 
< rouſly, they might have been no more blam'd. 

« J might infinitely multiply Examples, if ] 
4 ſhould rake in the Duſt ' and Aſhes of Other 
„ Sorts, throughout all Ages in Chriſtendom. 

* But what need I go farther than our divers and 
% manifold Inſurrections in England, againſt all 
« Kinds and Degrees of Authorities ? Neither 
need I mention }y whom they have been per- 
«« petrated. Yet all this without the leaſt re- 
« membrance or reckoning of Munſter unto 
<« them, or any of them; ſuch is the Power of 
« Partility and Prejudice. Moreover, I muſt 
« not omit to return the Reader's Eye again to 
&« Munſter : Of which /ame City we have had 
« certain Account Year by Fear to this very 
e Day, for ſome conſiderable Time, That thy 
« riſe in Arms, reſſſt and oppoſe their lawful Ma- 
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= giſtrate, refuſe Obedience to bis Enitts, and 
= % maintain the ſame City againſt him, by publict 
4 Force, and all without the leaſt Brand of Infa- | 
4 * my on them, On the other hand, ſuch are ve- | 
= c ry great Strangers in the World, who know not | 
|þ „ that in Holland are very many, and have been f 
= e very long, that bear the fame Name of Ana- 5 
= « baptiſt, that are as famous for their peaceable f 
= Living and Subjection, as any others have a 


been infamous for the contrary. All which 
ſtrongly reſults, and concludes in this, that | 
-< there is no End nor Bounds of impeaching, if : 
& there be not rid Reſtraint of publick Faults 
« unto their proper Authors; acquitting other 
% Opinions they hold, except only ſuch Opinions 
* as do naturally and directly tend to ſuch Faults. 
« Wherein indeed Mr. Jaſbua Scotton, (though 
: * Pædobaptiſt) deals the moſt ingenuouſly. - 
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e all others; who in his Tranſlation of Guy de 
« Brez's German Story, calls it, the German En- 
« thufiaſt, in the Title Page, and not the German 

« Anabaptiſt: And in the latter End of his Epi- 

« ſtle to the Reader hath theſe Words: Thoſe 

« hich he ftileth Anabaptiſts, between whom and 

« meer Diſſenters, in the Point of Pædobaptiſm, 
« being otherwiſe Orthodox and Peaceable, the 
« Reader ought always conſcientiouſly to diſtin- 


„ gulſo. 


& Let me a little further, ſays he, enforce this 
« by obſerving, that all this German Sedition, 


« that is now (about 130 Years after) put to 


the Account of the Innocent reputed. Anabap- 
« tiſts in England, was in lite manner at much 
charged upon innocent Luther at that very 
« Day, as the /ame Hiſtorians do jointly, and 
generally report; and is confeſſed by Mr. Sa- 
« muel Clark, in his Lives of the Fathers. Yet 
« had they as much - Reaſon for that (though 
« none at all) ſeeing the principal Fomenters of 
the Sedition had been publick Preachers of the 
« Goſpel, as Luther was; who then and there- 
upon could but purge himſelf by publick Ma 


„ nifeſto. (which is yet extant) as zheſe in Eng- 


fand have done, Time after Time; not only 
« by. their Confaſſion of Faith, oft imprinted, 
* ſhewing their Conſtancy, beſides their manifold 


* Declarations more particularly upon this Point 


in hand; but confirmed by conſtant Practice, 
* 1n their peaceable Cobabitation with their ſeve- 


* ral Neighbourhoods, both in City and Coun- 
6 try. | 


Again, Is not this ſame Imputation, ſays 


0 he, toſſed like a Ball, or rather a Stone, be- 
_ *. tween the Proteſtants in general, and the Pa- 
* Pi/ts, in all their Paper Conteſts ? And which, 
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„ in theſe more than in all otber Sorts beſides, 
It's evident then, that the Prevalency of Inte- 
„ reſs and Faction above commutative Fuftice, 
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und who, can acquit every Individual of theit 


* Party? If therefore any particular Perſons of 
& this Name ſhould: (among others) prove extra- 
<< vagant, it will no more make this their Glory: 
<« ing void, than that of others, who may rather 
< (for want of Moderation) watch for Haltings 


&« Right and Reaſon, in too many of this Age, 


<6 doth' influence them to this great Unfairneſs. 


« Which whether the Deſign be (in this Way) to 
tie their Opinion about Baptiſin, or to bring 
«. /wift Deſtruction upon thoſe who hold it, tho 
& they hold it with never ſo much Piety towards 
« God, Righteouſneſs. and Peace towards Men, 
% Maderation and Reſpect towards thoſe Chriſti- 
<« aus who conſcientiouſly differ from them; yet 
(leaving that to God, that knows their Purpo- 
<« ſes, and is above them) they deſire the Lord 
e to forgive thoſe who thus fraduce them, and 


detradt them; and that (through the Aſſiſtance 


of God's Grace) they may be enabled to walk 
<« inoffenſively towards Few or Gentile, or 
Church of God, ſo as to put co ſilence the Ig- 
% norance of all fooliſh Men, who delight to 
„ ſpeak Evil of what, and of whom, they know 
© not, at leaſt many of them.? = 
I may probably be more large upon this Head 
when J come to treat thereof in my next Volume; 
and therefore ſhall conclude here with the Advice 


of the Apoſtle James. Who is a wiſe Man, and 


endued with Knowledge amongſt you ? Let bin 


ſhew, out of a good Converſation, his Works with 
Meekueſs of Wiſdom. The Wiſdom that is from 


above is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy — good 
| | p ruito, 


Frith without Parti, and without: th- 2 
"4 7) LH | | | 

” r. Lewis begins his Accoane uf m. Engiiſoꝰ 

5 Baptiſts, page 38. of his Brief Hiſtory; and there 

r WW cells us from Stow, That on the 2 gth of May, 

$ « 1535. nineteen Men and fx Women were 

j. « examined in Saint Pauls Church London; that - 

« fourteen of them were condemned, a Man and 

| « a H/oman of them burnt in Smithfield, and 


* 


1 


3 
„(che other /wwelvs ſent to other T owns, there to 
' « he burnt. + 70 


0 | Theſe he calls mad and e Seflaries ; ; 
p and gives us ſix of the Opinions they held. 

y Now granting what he has there quoted from 

ls $row, J muſt tell him; That whatever Errors 
„ People in thoſe Days, or ſince, may have enter- = 
: tained, together with the true Doctrine of Chri- —_— 
et ſtian Baptiſm, they can neither be juſtly charged 9 
)- upon their embracing the true Doctrine of Chri- ; 8 
d ſtian Baptiſm, nor be any juſt Occaſion” of Re- _ 
d proach againſt thoſe who now hold that true Do- 
vo 

k 

Ir 

* 

(0 

* 

d 


Qrine z any more than it is a juſt Reproach to 
every Man in the Church of England, that there 


have been, in that Denomination, very great =_ 
Numbers, both of Clergy and Laity, who have | 
been very Erroneous in Doctrine, and very Wick- WE. 

ed in their Courſe of Life. + 
Mr. Lewis adds, That Biſhop Latimer faid Brief Hiſt. - 
ain one of his Sermons before King Edward VI. P. 39- 
y That he bad heard, of credible Men, that they 


de * [the aforeſaid fourteen Perſons] went to their —_— 
id Death even intrepidò, as ye will ſay, 'withour ' 
m any Fear in the World, chearfully.” 9 
b Hence it plainly appears, and that from an ö 


n 72 Biſhop, That the People called Anabap- 

14 tits were in King Edward's Time a People well d | 
6d du z and likewiſe 10 their Honour, that when * 
s, + e 
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1 VCC 
they ſuffered Death for Conſcience ſake, they ſuf. 
fered with chearful Minds. The Biſhop had 
more Moderation than to call them mad and hair. 
brained Sectaries. A n ee 
gain, Mr. Lewis obſerves, That notwith- 
ſtanding the Care taken in the Year 1537. by 
publiſhing the Book called, The Inſtitution of a 
Chriſtian Man, and the Directions of the Biſhops 
to inſtruct the People agreeably thereunto, The 
„ Anabaptiſts found Ways and Means to propa- 
„ gate their Opinions, and to increaſe their 
C6 S 2 7 | 1 | 
This very Increaſe (for which we have Mr. 
Lewis's Teſtimony) in the early Days of the Re- 
formation, yields at leaſt a Probability, that the 
_ oppoſing of Infants Baptiſm was one of the 
Things, in which the People began to receive 
Light, at the ſame Time that other Popiſb Errors 
were rejected. . 
To the ſame Purpoſe, is the Mention of the 
Commiſſion granted by King Henry VIII. in 
1538. And as it appears, concerning theſe very 
Commiſſioners themſelves, that they did not re- 
ceive all their Light at oncd; it is no Honour 
to their Memory that they uſed ſuch violent Mea- 
ſures with their Brethren, for their ſuppoſed Mi- 
ſtakes, as it appears they did. So likewiſe, what- 
ſoever Mr. Lewis may think: of it, who ſeems to 
publiſh it with Approbation. and, Pleaſure, what 
he relates, p. 45. is a real Reproach, inſtead of 
an Honour, to the King's Memory ; that when, 
in the Year 1540. he paſſed an Act for a general 
Pardon, he excepted thoſe out of it, who affirm- 
ed, That Infants ought not to be baptized, and 
that if they be baptized, they ougbt to be re- bap- 
tized when they come to lawful Age. 55 
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* 61. 3 
As to what is intimated from the Book called, S 
The neceſſary Doctrine and Erudition, &c. it canp. 1 
prove no more, than that Popiſb Severities had 
prevented that ſpreading of the Doctrine of Be- 
ſievers Baptiſm, and that Rejection of the Bap- 
tiſm of Infants, which otherwiſe would have pre- 
vailed. But it will never diſprove the plain Ac- 
counts from Antiquity, of the Numbers of thoſe 
who were diſſatisfied with Infant Baptiſm. | 
lf there were indeed no Severities, as Mr. 
Lewis ſays, uſed in King Edward's Reign, againſty. 51. 
thoſe who only denied Infant Baptiſm ; this is an 
Argument, that the Reformers, in his Days, 
thought it, at worſt, an innocent Miſtaxe. To 
what r Purpoſe then is it, in Mr. Lewis, to raiſe 
ſuch a Duſt upon ſome Peoples entertaining this 
harmleſs Opinion, merely becauſe others who 
received it, did, at the ſame Time, entertain 
hurtful Errors ? 
Mr. Lewis ſhews, from the Articles of Biſhop Ibidem. 
Ridley's Viſitation, a ſtrong Probability, that the 
Diſlike of Infant Baptiſm, did, in King d- 
war's Days, continue to prevail; as he had be- 
fore proved, in _— pain Inſtances, that it did 
prevail, - 
Now this "EW Gentleman, in his 4 of 
Dr. Wickliffe, p. xxiii. pretends he has made it 
appear in his Hiſtory, That none of the Engliſh 
Nation were known to be of this Opinion (that 1 18, 
of denying the Baptiſm of Infants) till about the 
Tear 1600. - Inſtead of this, he has plainly 
made it appear, that both in the Days of King 
Edward, and of his Father King Henry, the 
People called Anaba ptiſts, did very much ix- 
creaſe, And tho? the Perſons he mentions as ſuf- 
fering for this Opinion in thoſe Times, were 
chieffy — and tho' he tells us, from 

* Biſhop 
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. « he, ſhew the can 
* mers of theſe Articles reviewed them, 1562, 
* when this Article was thus alter d: The Bab. 


K W 

_ oP Burnet; “That the Anabaptiſts, 1 
« in the Year 1549, appear'd in ſeveral Parts of 
England, were generally Germans, whom the 


had forced to change 


cc Revolutions in Germany 


e their Seats: Yet no no Reader will believe, 


that all, or even the greateſt Part of the Increaſe 
before related, was only among the Refugees; 
and that few or no Natives were brought over to 
their Opinion. If this had been ſeen to be the 
Caſe, «tb would ſcarce haye been ſo many 


royal Commiſſions given to Biſhops and Doctors 
about this Affair; ſo many Books written and 
bliſh'd by royal Direction; ſo many other 


eaſures taken " particularly ſo many Seve- 
rities employ d, as the Reverend Mr, Lewis him- 
ſelf has plainly proved there were, All which 
plainly proves, that in endeavouring to make the 
Engliſh Anabaptiſts, as he calls them, contempti- 
ble, he has wan himſelf ridiculous, 


In the twenty eighth Article, publiſh'd by che 


King's' Authority, in 1553, agreed upon by the 
Biſhops and others aſſembled in Convocation at 
London, it is aſſerted, That the C tom of the 
Church, to chriſten young Children, is to be com. 


mended, and in any wiſe to be retained in tht 

C burch. 5 | 
« A very ignorant Reflection, ſays Mr. Lewis, 
on of the Com- 


ec has been made on this 
“ pilers of theſe Articles. It ſeems by this, that 


t the firſt Reformers did not found the Practice 
of Infant Baptiſm upon Scripture, but took it 


c only as a commendable Custom, that had been 
cc uſed in the Chriſtian Church, and therefore 
< ought to be retained. But their Writings, ſays 


— 
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5 J. 17 1 : 
10 tif m of young Children —— is moſt agreeable 
6 wo the Inſtitution of Chrift. However, if 
« an Apoſtle, adds he, is to be believed, the 
« Cuſtom ** the Churches of God is not to be 
ſlighted and neglected. F any one ſtem to be 
« contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither 
i the Churches of God.” . 
A fine Argument, I confeſs, for Popery, with | 
all its ſuperſtitious Trumpery ; and may as well 
be urged by the Church of Rome for the Pra- | = 
ctice of chriſtening Bells, Sc. | I 
The Apoſtle, in this Chapter, did reprove the 1 Cor, x. 

Corinthians, becauſe, in their holy Aſſemblies, 

the Men pray'd with their Heads cover'd, and 

the Women with their Heads uncovered: 1 

after many Arguments to ſhew the Indecency of 

ſuch Practices, concludes ; But if any Man ſeem: 

10 be contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, nei- 

ther the Churches of God. So far is the Ap ſtle 

from reproving them for flighting and neglecting 

the Cuſtom of the Churches of God, that he ex- 
preſly declares, neither the Apoſtles, nor the 
Churches of God, had any ſuch Cuſtom as that 
for which he reprov'd he If this therefore, 
of Mr. Lewis, be not a manifeſt Perverſion of 

the Apoſtles Words, I have loſt my Underſtand- 

ing. Beſides, the Apoſtle introduces his Reproof 

with a Teſtimony, that they kept the Ordinances 

as he delivered them unto them. Now I praiſever. 2. 
you, Brethren, that you remember me in all Things, 

and keep the Ordinances as 1 delivered them unto 

304, I ſhall leave Mr: Lewis to prove, That th2 
Baptiſm of young Children, is moſt agreeable, to 

the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and delivered, by the 
Apoſtle as one of the Ordinances; wherein he 
enjoined the Corinthians to be . F bim, 

1 ha 8 T a o am of Chr ver. 1. 
fays he, ves 1 1 l 
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Indeed, the Creed of Pope Pius IV. which is 
made neceſſary to the Salvation of every private 
Chriſtian (becauſe in the Concluſion, it declares, 
concerning the whole Creed, That without this 
Faith no Man can be ſaved) does enjoin, not on- 
ly what it calls Apoſtolical and Eccleſiaſtical 


Traditions, but alſo he reſt of the Obſervances 
and Conſtitutions of the Church, to be moſt firm- 


ly admitted and embraced. And the Council of 
Trent directly pronounces Anathema upon any 
Man who ſhall ſay, That the received and ap- 
proved Rites of the Catholick Church, accuſtom- 


ed to be practiſed in the ſolemn Adminiſtration of 


the Sacraments, may either be contemned, or With- 
out Sin omitted, by the Miniſters. 

I ſhall borrow an Argument here from a mo- 
dern Author, but with little Variation. 
It is Scripture, ſays he, join'd with Reaſon, 
that is the Teſt againſt Falſhood, Impoſture, and 
every Superſtition. If therefore Mr. Lewis 
ſhould plead the Cuſtom of the Church for bow- 
ing to the Eaſt; I ſhould tell him, he ought to 
convince my Reaſon, that bowing to the Eaſt is 
enjoined 1 in Scripture, before he enjoins me to bow 
allo. If he ſay it is enjoined by the Authority of 
the Church ; he then muſt ſatisfy iny Reaſon, 
that the Scripture teaches the Church to teach her 


Members to make Bows. If he anſwer, That 


tho? the Scripture does not teach to bow to the 
Eaſt, yet the Church thinks bowing decent and 
edifying : He muſt then prove by rational Evi- 
dence, that what every Church thinks decent is 
a Duty. If he reply, That this is only true of 
the one Orthodox Church ; then he muſt prove, 
that his Church is the ſole Orthodox Church, ac- 
cording to the Rules of the Goſpel, And if he 
cannot do this; then there will be an End of his 

2 8 Argu- 


[19] 


Argument for | Eccleſiaſtical Bowings. And 1o 


likewiſe, I ſay, it is the ſame for all other Ce- 


remonies and Practices not founded on Scrip- 


ture. | | 5 
The Chriſtian Religion is a Religion of Rea- 
ſon, void of all Superfluities, and trifling Im- 
pertinencies: And where: ever there is true Reli- 
gion, there are but few Ceremonies. I know 
Ceremonies. and Garments are, by ſome, juſtified 
by the Words of St. Paul; Let all Things bg 
done decently and in order. But theſe Words are 
only a Precept to avoid Confuſion in religious 
Aſſemblies. Two were not to ſpeak at the ſame 
Time; one was not to ſing Pſalms while another 
pray'd. And I do not find, that the Apoſtles 
Words were underſtood in any other Senſe than 
this, by thoſe to whom they were addreſſed. It 
does not appear, that immediately upon the Sight 
of St. Paul's Epiſtle, the Corinthians concluded, 
that Prayers ſhould be ſaid in Surplices; and 


that the Faithful, as ſoon as the Word was given, 
ſhould kneel, ſtoop, or ſtand, or turn to the 


Right or Left, or that they were to bow toward 
the Eaſt, Nor were the Corinthians directed by 
this Text, to play Tricks over the Forehead of a 
Babe baptized, as ſure and certain Signs of Re- 
generation, Nor were they commanded to fing 
their Prayers, as well as ſay them: Nor was that 
ſubtle Diſtinction then and there found out, of 


bowing at the Name of Jeſus, but not at the 


Name of Chriſt, or of God. All theſe pretty 
Cuſtoms were unknown to the Apoſtle and his 


1 Correſpondents. Now if Mr. Lewis likes and 


approves of theſe Things; why ſhould he be an- 
gry with others who do not, and miſrepreſent 
them ? But ſuch is the unhappy Temper of ſome 
Gentlemen, that their Writings carry in them ſuch 
b | E 5 tragi- 


nr © 
tragical and grim Aſpects. They would be Di. 
ctators in Faith and Science; and fil] their Books 
with Paradoxes, Uncertainties, and harſh Seve. 
rites. VVA 
Brief Hiſt. What Mr. Lewis quotes from the Reformation 
p. 60, c. of the Eccleſiaſtical . Laws, proves not the leaſt 
Connection between the receiving of certain Opi. 
nions, the far greateſt Part of which, it is well 
known the Engliſ Baptiſts diſown, and the Re. 
jection of Infant Baptiſm. Indeed it proves no- 
thing more, than that Men, whoſe Minds were 
darken'd with many groſs Errors, yet could not 
reſiſt that glaring Light in which the Doctrine of 
Believers Bap'iſm ſhined upon them, while they 
2 at all converſed with the New Teſt ament. | 
Z. 65, 67. .. The Story told by Mr. Lewis from Stow, 
proves nothing more, than that Queen Elizabeth 
exerciſed #nwholeſome and unchriſtian Severities. 
And. the Story of Barrow and Greenwood has no- 
7. 68, 69. thing to do with the Hiſtory of the Engliſb Bap- 
tiſts; they being Oppoſers of the Baptiſts in the 
p. 69, 70. Point of Baptiſm; as Mr. Lewis himſelf proves 
concerning one of them. F 
Hiſt. Eng. I did obſerve from this Author, tho' Mr. 
Bap. p. 76. T,ewis takes no Notice of it, how he endeavour- 
Pe ed to ſhew the near Agreement- there was between 
the Anabapriſts and the Puritans ; and that the Do- 
ctor did acknowledge, that there were ſeveral 
Anabaptiſtical Conventicles in London, and other 
Places; and that ſome of their Miniſters had 
been bred at our Univerſities. So that, from this 
Author, Mr. Lewis could not but ſee there were 
many Anabaptiſts, and learned ones too, before 
the Year 1600. Now ſuch was the State and 
Condition of the Church of England, in thoſe 
early Days of the Reformation, that great Di- 
verſity of Opinions were found amongſt 7 
- ole 
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Thoſe ſtiled, by way of Contempt, 5 
inveighed againſt ſome Abuſes; refuſed to com- 
py with ſome Ceremonies, and queſtion*'d the 
e of the Biſhops. They ſet up a new 


| Make Church Diſcipline, and, in the End, 
reſolved to further a Reformation in the Church, 

without waiting for the Conſent of the Magiſtrate. 
How ridiculous then is Mr. Lewis contemptible 
Sneer- upon the Anabapriſts in the Year 1615 3 


God's Ordinance.” But to proceed, 


Ke. I have given a more full Account of than he, 76. 
and muſt refer my Readers to page 90, &c. of 
the Hiſtory of The Engliſh Baptiſts, it being too 
long to be tranſcribed here. This is not the only 
Place in Mr. Lewis's Hiſtory, where he has at- 
tempted Facts which 1 had before related, with. 
out taking any Notice, of the Account I had fo 
lately given. A very unfair Method in an Hiſto- 
rian, who had ſet up himſelf as an impartial one. 
» — Reaſon of his ſo W is beſt known to 

imſel . 


aid to have preſented unto King Janes I. in 
Parliament-Time, their humble Supplication; in 
which they complained of the cruel Proceedings 
againſt them; and humbly beſought his Majeſty, 
bis Nobles, and Parliament, to compaſſionate 
their Caſe; and, according to the Directions of 
God's Word, to let the Wheat and Tares grow 
together in the World until the Harveſt, This 
Expreſſion is by Mr. Lewis pointed at, but I 
know not for what Reaſon, becauſe he only ſays, 
by way of Comment thereon, Thus one Party 
* * them expreſſed themſelves in their Confeſſi- 


(e on, 


when ke ſays, Theſe were ſo far come to their BriefHiſt 
« Senſes; as to acknowledge Magiſtracy to be? 74 


Wat is related by Mr. Lewis of Fobn Smith, P. 3 


Mr. Lecois ente That the Anabaptiſts are p. 75. 


„ 5 
<,on, 1660.” But if he has any III-Meaning 
therein; or it be intended as a Reflection upon 

the Baptiſts, without denominating it an ignorant 
. one, I muſt beg leave to refer him to his own 
= FE Book, where he tells us, That at the ſame Time 
4 eine the Pope wrote to King Edward III. a Bull was 
' #3 diſpatched to the Univerſity of Oxford, in which 
the Pope tells them, that he is obliged to admire 
, and lament, that through-a Sort of Sloth and La- 
Zineſs, they permit Tares to ſpring up among the 
pure Wheat of the glorious Field of their Univer- 
ſity; and, which is more pernicious, even to 
grow ripe, without applying any Care to root 
"ORE. =... i 
Mr. Lewis thus comments upon theſe Words; 
<* The Pope ſeems to have forgot our bleſſed Savi- 
« out's Advice, Matth. xiii. 28, 29. The Ser. 
©. wants ſaid unto him, wilt thou then, that we 
« go and gather them [the Tares] ap? But be 
« ſaid, nay : Leſt while ye gather up the Tares, 
ye root up alſo the Wheat with them. Let both 
« grow together until the Harveſt.” . 
Brief Hiſt. Mr, Lewis has pick'd up an old Tale, related 
7. 97: by one, who left the Baptiſts and turned Quaker; 
the Deſign of which was to ridicule the Do#rines 
of Election and Predeſtination ; and becauſe the 
Baptiſts are divided in their Opinions reſpecting 
thoſe Points, therefore, I take it, he was fo af. 
fected therewith, as to adorn his Hiſtory with the 
Relation thereof; not conſidering, that it does as 
much affect his own Church, as thoſe of the Bap- ; 
tiſts, who. are as much, if not more divided on 
thoſe Points. For at one Time, Predeſtination 1s 
of high. Conſequence, and ſuch an Article of 
Faith, that all Arminians muſt be baniſhed the 
Land, or locked up in Dungeons; which was the 


Judgment of the Biſhops in the Reign of King 
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and ever ſince, Arminiani/m not only gains Crean, . 


r 3 
Janes I. At another Time, when Preferments 
run high on the other Side, as in the next Reign, 


but grows Modiſb, and conſequently Orthodox 7 + 

while Predeſtination becomes an old faſhioned 

Piece of Faith, and a ſure Sign of Fanaticiſm. 

And yet it continues one of the Thirty Nine Ar- 

ticles, Though it is not much believed, yet it 

muſt be ſigned, and aſſented to with a ſincere 
Mr. Lewis takes Notice of the Confeſſion of b. 79, to 

Faith, which he ſtiles a Paper that was publiſhed :- 

by the ſeven Churches in London, with a long 2 

Detail from Dr. Fratiy thereupon. But as I have, 1% 

already given an Account of the ſame, I ſhall on- 

ly refer my Readers thereto,” and leave them to 

judge on which fide the faireſt Account lieth. 

Then follows an Account of the People called 

Quakers, in eleven Pages, under the Title of 

Engliſh Agabaptiſts. How juſt Mr. Lewis has 

been in their Repreſentation, I ſhall leave them 

womb: Or gm on es 
Mr. Lewis goes on, and tells us, That in 1660. Brief Hit. 

was printed a Confeſſion of thoſe called Generalb - 1. 

Anabaptiſts, and that he finds it obſerved,” That 

this Diſtinction of the Engliſb Anabaptiſts, into 

General and Particular Anabaptiſts, has been ever 

ſince the Beginning of the Reformation. But 

this, ſays he, can't be true, for a very plain and 

evident Reaſon, 'viz. © That it was many Years 

after the Beginning of the Reformation before 

there were any Engliſb Anabaptiſts in Eng- 

« land.” When Mr. Lewis has proved what he 

has afſertsd, That it appears by his Hiſtory, that 

none of the Engliſb Nation were known to be of 

this Opinion till about the Year 1600. then T ' i 

hall very readily acknowledge I was miſtaken. 1 
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4 mate of the Beſt by the Worſt “. 


Mr. Leis ſays, © We are told, ſome of the 
Enugliſb Anabaptiſts are ſo peremptory, that if 


< they are in the Chamber of a ſick Perſon, and 


< any Pædobaptiſt Miniſter come in to pray 


with him or her, they will go out of tho 


« Room.” | 1 q ſ NP | 

A pretty Story this, for a learned Gentleman 
adorn his Hiſtory with. But ſuppoſe it ſhould 
appear, there have been ſome ſuch iy Perſons, 
are there none ſuch in his own Church that will 
leave the Room where a Diſſenting Miniſter is 
praying with the Sick ? It is well known, that 


ſome of the Clergy of the Church of England, 


who, when they have been about to perform the 
Office for the Dead, upon being told the Decea- 
ſed was never chriſtened, have refuſed to perform 
their Office, and fled from the Church Yard in 
great haſte, like one in a Fright. - HL gan” 
> Mr. Lewis concludes his Hiſtory. with Mr. Wil. 
Ham Allen's humble Requeſt (who left the Bap- 
tiſts, and firſt conformed to Mr. Baxter, and at- 
terwards to the Church of England) to the Anti- 
pædobaptiſts, which, ſays he, is, That their 
« Diſſent from other godly Chriſtians in the 
Point of Infant Baptiſm, may be held and 
« managed with much Humility and Sobriety, 


towards them that differ My Prayer, on 


4 the other hand, to the godly Pædobaptiſts, 
« both Miniſters and People, is, that they would 
“ uſe like Moderation and Tenderneſs towards 
< the godly Antipædobaptiſts, and not for their 
« different Opinion-ſake in Point of Baptiſm, to 
« ſet them at nought, and repreſent them to the 
People, and that without Diſtinction, as ſuck 
<«. Monſters, as ſome do; nor to make an Eſti- 


How | 


4 


tk 15 25 * 
or well Mr. Ft has re * the honeſt 


00e Works have raiſed him a very high 
Eſteem, and whom he has honoured with bring- 


MY} Wickliffe. And here it is to be conſidered; that 
ud WW when this .great Reformer firſt began to ſee the 
1 Errors of the Church of Rome, in which he was 
2 bred, it muſt have been bur like the Dawning of 
888 the Bay and therefore ſuch of his Works as were 
15 then erbibited might contain many of his Opini- 
he ons, which he might afterwards ſee Reaſon to fe- 
48 nounce. And when he ſet himſelf to reform Re- 
15 ligion, he knew, all the Power and Malice of 
in that corrupt Church he had left, would be bent 


againſt him. Therefore, it is ptobable, he might 


2s his own Perſon, from falling into the Hands 
of his inveterate Enemies. Yet after all, it Is 
manifeſt, that many of his Books were burnt and 
&ſtroyed ; thoſe that temain' then can only 


7 prove, that he was once of the Opinions that are 


* A. Þ 


his dying Day. And 1 can ſee no Reaſon why 
Mr. Lewis ſhould be ſo angry with me, for only 
being inclined to believe, that Dr. Wickliffe Was a 
cat, ſeeing I produced ſuch Teſtimonies as. 

Waldenſis an Vicecomes, wwho cannot be ſuppoſed 
to bave ſpoken defignedly in his Favour, when they 
charged him with being againſt Infants Baptiſm ; 
and with Bolding other 7 ers, which are called 
Anabaptiſtical Errors. © 

Mr. Lewis does not appear to me to have aid 
any Thing which gives me the leaſt Ground to 


alter my Mind; but racher has confirmed me 
5 e ee 


* 


2 


Pray er of this his converted Whether: ſome of 


ing up the Rear of his own Performance, I ſhall 
kave to the Judgment of the Reader; and pro- 
ceed to make ſome Reply to his Accotine of Dr. 


uſe all proper Means to prevent his Books as well 


contained in them; but not that he held them to 


5 ä . 
more in my Opinion, which 1 did acknowledge 
was attended with doubt. Had he ſhewn me my 
Miſtake, I ſhould have been very ready to ac- 
knowledge it; but inftead thereof, to fall upon 
the Body of a People, for the fake of one who 
did but doubifully differ from him, is very unfair 
and diſingenuous; and ſo much the more, as he 
has not ſo, much as undertaken to confute one 
Fact I have advanced, concerning the People, 
- Whoſe Hiſtory I did undertake to exhibit; but 
has, through the whole of his Performance, ad. 
vanced ſuch contemptible Facts, as even an illite- 
rate Man would be aſhamed of 
Mr. Lewis lias prefixed to this his Hiſtory 
have been conſidering, ſome Account of the 
Learned Dr. Fickliffe, and a Defence of him, 
as he calls it, from the falſe Charge of his, and 
| his Followers, denying Infant Baptiſm. I ſhal 
endeayour, as well as I can, to trace him through 
the ſame, and make ſuch Obſer vations thereupon 
as ſeem to me juſt and ſuitable, without follow. 


ing his Example, in reflecting upon Perfons and 


their Profeſſions... - 


Account, He brings us to the Death of Wickliffe, and 
7. 12. then tells us, As his Opinions were very much 
miſrepreſented by his Enemies; ſo he has had the 
Misfortune to have ſome falfly imputed to him 
by thoſe who would be thought his Friends. 
What Mr. Lewis is I know not; Wickliffe's 
Enemies in general were. Papiſts, and his Friends 
Proteſtants. He ſeems to me to give the Turn 
in fayour to the former, becauſe theirs are only 
Miſrepreſentations, but the others falſe Imputs- 
Hons. 25 . 
In the Hiſtory of the Engl; Baptiſts I did ob- 
ſe ve the Difficulty of coming at the Opinions of 
Wicki;fe, becauſe ſo much Care was taken 15 his 
: ; | Ene - 
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Enemies to deſtroy his Books, and. that we are 


W bitcd in the following Manner, viz. 
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ö * 


forced now to take the Account of his Opinions 


from them; and that if any Credit may be given 


to their Account, he was for carrying the Refor- 
mation much further than it was in the Reign 9 
Queen Elizabeth, or fince. Then I exhibited 
ſome of them, which I took from that worthy and 
honeſt Hiſtorian Dr. Fuller, as zealous a Gentle- 
man of the Reformed Church of England as Mr. 
Lewis; and an Hiſtorian of as much Credit and 


| Reputation. 


Dr. Fuller ſays, It is probable, that in pro- Ch. Hiſt. 
« ceſs of Time Wickliffe might dilate himſelf in Lib. IV. 
% ſupplemental and additional Opinions, more? Fed 5-99 
« than he at firſt maintained; _ it is poſſible, 
that the Tenets of his Followers in after Ages 
„might be falſly fathered upon him. And he 
* adds, We will tie our ſelves to no ſtrict Num- 
ber or Method, but take them as we find them 
* out of his greateſt Adverſary, with exact Quo- 5 
tation of the Tome, Book, Article, and Chap- 
* ter, where they are reported.“ 


* 


The Opinions I took from thence were exhi- Hiſt. 
Pg. Bap, 
1. He not only denied the Pope's Supremacy, **.7* | 
but was againſt any Perſon's aſſuming the Title 
and Authority of being the Head of the Church; 
aſſerting, that it is Blaſphemy to call any Head of 
the Church ſave Chriſt alone. a 
2. He condemned Epi ſcopacy, as being a Crea: 
ture of Princes ſetting up; for he aſſerted, that in 
the Time of the Apoſtles there were only two Or- 
ders, viz. Prieſts and Deacons ; and that a Bi- 


* 


ſhop doth not differ from a Prieſt. 1 
3. He was for having Miniſters maintained by 
the voluntary Contributions of the People, and 


pat by Tithes ſettled 15 them by Law ; ſaying, 


that 
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a Tithes are pure Alms, and that Paſtors a are 

not to exact them by Ecclefiaſtical Cenfures.' 
4. He was not for giving the Church a Power 
to decree Rites and Ceremorties, and to determine 
Controverſies of Faith; for it is ſaid, that he 
lighted the Authority of general Councils; ; and 
affirmed, That wiſe Men leave that as imperti- 
nent, which 15 not plainly expreſſed in 8 crip- 
FUTE. 

"Ph: He was alſo 3 preſcribed W of 
Prayer, but eſpecially againſt impoſing of then; 
for hefaith, to bind Mn to /et and preſeript Forms 

of Prayers, doth derogate from that liberty God 
hath given them. 

Theſe Things have ſtirred up this learned Gen- 

tleman to ſhew his angry Talent to the World, 
But let him know, that God oftentimes ſanctifies 
Man's Weakneſs to his own Glory; and has _ 
That crooked Things ſhall be made Arait, an 
. rough Ways Fane ſmouth.. And as Dr. Fuller 
i" wiſely obſerved ; that wiſe Artichet? makes off 
the Crookedneſs of Mens Conditions ſtrait Beams 
in his own Building, to raiſe his own Honour 
. 
Mr. Lewis, to the firſt Artic, ſays, That this 
is more than appears from his ¶ Vickliſfes] Wri- 
tings. © By Head of Holy Church, he ſeems to 
ce have underſtood that infallible Authority which 
<« was aſcribed to the Popꝰ in his Time. Worldy 
60 Clerks, he ſaid, mate blind Men believe, that 
te the Pope is Head of Holy Church, and th 
„ moſt holy Father that may not ſin.? 

What Mr. Lewis means by endeavouring to 
draw. a Veil over ſuch a Proteſtant Principle, | 

muſt leave to the Reader. But to me it ſeems 
plain he would have us to believe, that Dr. V ick- 


e did allow of other Heads of the ö 
1e 
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and, in his Complaint to the King and Puli 


dotherwiſe. 


And he adds; Our Compilers of the Inſtitu- 


* Hoops; and the — themſelves hold, that 


: (#91 
kde Chriſt, chough he diſowned the Pope as ſuch, 

Now, Chriſt is not Head of the Church if he is 

not ſole Head: And whoever they are, that deny 

Jeſus Chriſt to be ſole Head of the Church, cannot 

truly be called Proteftants, and muſt walk by 

ſome other Rule, not that of Seripture; for the = 
Apoſtle aſſures us, There is but one Lord, and one Eph. i ng | 
Faith; Therefore they that ſet up another Lord 
beſides Chriſt, and another Faith, act contrary to 
that Faith which the Apoſtle caught. Far be it 
from me to think thus x Dr. Wickliſfe, who in 
his Writings ſtiles Chriſt Head of the Church; 


* 


ment, Very God and very Man, Head ang 7 Hm 
« Prelate of 2 [Proteſtant] Religion.“ Now Lil * 

if Mr. Lewis will permit us to believe what che lige, 4.83, 
Apoſtle taught, we will leave him among thoſe 

blind Men, whom vorldly C lerks malte to beli ieve 


As to the ſecond Article, hs 1 is not nN 5 
but rather ſeems to me confirmed by Mr. Lewis's \ 
own Reaſoning. For he ſays, He is reportedp. 13. | 
« as condemning Epiſcopacy, as 'a Creature of 
Princes ſetting up; becauſe he affirmed, that 
* in the Time of the Apoſtles, two Orders of ; . 
« the Clergy were ſufficient ; and that it ſeemed „ 
* certain, that Cæſarian Pride, or an Affecta. =— 
fe tion to be like the Princes of this World, in 
*« State and Magnificence, was the Cauſe of the 
Degrees and Orders of a Pope, Cardinals, &c.“ 


ion of a Chriſtian Man, before our Reforma- 
“ tion, &c. obſerv d; ; that i in the New Teſta- 
* ment, there is no Mention made of any De- 
** grees or Diſtinctions in Orders, but only of 

* Deacons or - Miniſters, and of Prieſts or Bi- 
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% nals, Patriarchs, &c. leſt his Reader ſhould 
c ſee, that Wickliffe ſpeaks only of the Papal 
cc Hierarchy ; who, it 18 plain, are ſworn, when 


they are made Biſhops, to aſſiſt in maintaining 


s 


and defending the Roman Papacy, and the Re- 
galities of Saint Peter.“ op 

Why Mr. Lewis ſhould ſo charge this Presly- 
ter with an Omiſſion, on purpoſe, and be guilty of 
a greater himſelf, I will not determine, leſt 1 
ſhould miſtake him. But one would have thought, 


4 


* 


that a Man ſo ready to judge another, would 


not, when upon the ſame Point, be guilty of a 
greater. But it being ſo long ago Mr. Lewis might 


forget it; and ſo we have only the Mention of 


Pope, C ardinals, &c. in this Article, with an 
Omiſſion of the other X. : WE 
To the Third, Mr. Lewis ſays, This is Mi}: 


repreſentation. And he adds, “It is plain by 


o 


* 
AQ 


Dr. W:ickliffe's own Writings, yet remaining 


„ in MS, That he commonly calls Tithes and 
« Offerings God's Portion; that he obſerved, 


«© That the Een Cauſe for which they ſhould 
te be paid, was, Curates teaching their Pariſhio- 
“ ners in Word and Example; or, in other 
«« Words, That the Benefice is given for the 
« Office; and adviſed, that People ſhould pay 
*« their Tithes, &c. to good Men and able; and 


. give them freely, without Exadtion or Con 


0 ſtraint, 


— 5 — 


« firaint,” as was dine to the. : Prieſts ; ; 
« and obſerved, That thoſe Things: that are due | 


ff « to Prieſts, ſhould not be asked nor ſued for by 
„ « Strength nor Violence, nor Curfing or Excom- 
þ « munication. As to his calling Titbes, Kc. 
d « poor Mens Goods, and pure and free Alms, it 
. « js the Language of the ancient Canons, and 
e « our own municipal Laws. In the former, 
1 « Duarene obſerves, That the Goods of the 
d « Church are always termed, The Patrimony of 
al « the Poor; becaule the principal Deſign of ia 
en « ferring on the Church /o many and great 

's « Eſtates, was making Proviſion for the Poor. 

5 « In the Injunctions of King Edward VI. and 
: « Queen Elizabeth, the Goods of the Church, 
* « or Tithes, &c. are called the Goods of the 
of « Poor; and yet it is certain, they were allow- 

1 « ed to be the Miniſter's Property. _ 

I, As to Dr. Wickliſfe's calling the Tithes Of. 
d « ferings and Glebes, pure and ee Ams; this 
2 « ſignifies no more, than a Title or Tenure of 
A « Lands in our common Law ; by which is in- : 


« timared, that they are beſtowed. upon God; 
« that is, given to ſuch People as beſtow them- 
« ſelves, or are employ'd in the Service of God, 
« for pure and perpetual Alms. Whence the 
by % Feeoffours, or Givers, cannot demand any ter- 

"2 WW © r{ftial Service, ſo long as the Lands, Tizhes, _ 
« &c, remain in the Hands of the "Feoffees. __ 

ed, * Britton maketh another Kind of this Land, &c. 


uld „ which is given in Alms, but not free Alms ; 
10- « becauſe the Tenants, or Feoffees, in this, are 
net tied in Certain Services to the Peeaffour.? 

the Here is a long Detail of, &c. work to little 


pay Purpoſe ; and more of the Law i in it than of the 
and Goſpel. To all which I anſwer in the firſt Place; 


That whatſoever may be found in ſome remain: 
ing 
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Manuſcripts of Wickli iffe, will, by-r no Means 
ing Ma that what I quoted from Dr. Fulter, is is 


Miſrepreſentation. And if it were ſo, it muſt. 


be Fuller*s Miſrepreſentation, and not mine. Yet 


1 can ſee no Ground for charging Dr. Fuller with 
Miſrepreſentation ; ; becauſe he fairly quotes his 
If chere be any Thing of Wickliffe's 
writing, either in Print or in Manuſcript, that 
teaches a different Doctrine, I have accounted. 
for that already, by obſerving, That Wicklife, 
as well as others of the Reformers, had not all 


Author. 


their Light at once, but by Degrees. Mr. Lewis 


therefore, before he pretended to prove Dr. Ful- 


ter guilty of a Miſrepreſentation, ought either to 
have proved, that Wickliffe never wrote, or aſ- 
ſerted what Fuller, from pretty ancient Autho- 
rity, aſcribes to him; or, at leaſt, ought to have 
ſhewn, that the Manuſcripts. he ſpeaks of, are of 
later Date than thoſe Writings 95 Wicklift, to 


which Dr. Fuller refers. 


But further; if Tithes, and the many and 
great Eſtates given to the Church, are, by the 


ancient Canons, and municipal Laws, termed the 


Patrimony of. the Poor, and called the Goods of 
the Poor ; 1 aſk, Why ate the Poor deprived of 
them? It is to be hoped, the Poor, in this know- 
ing Gentleman's Pariſh, live bravely : 
himſelf tells us, That Dr. Wickliffe thus adviſed 


the Clergy of his Time: Waft not thy Goods in 


2 Feaſts of rich Men; but live a mean Life 

pod2 Mens Alms and Goods, both in Meat and 
A a, and Clothes; and the Remnant geve true⸗ 
ly to pov? Men, that have not of their own, and 
may not labour fo; Feebleneſs. oz Sickneſs ; and 


thus thou ſhalt be a true a wy to God and 8 
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that it ſhould -not be ſued for by 


If Wickliffe adviſed, as Mr. Lewis acknow- 
That People ſhould pay Tithes to good 
en and able, freely, without Conſtraint; and 
Strength, Vio- 


lence, Curſing, nor Excommunication : Then, I 


believe it will be gran 
telligible Harangu 


ted, that this long, unin- 
e of Mr. Lewis, is more like a 


Miſrepreſentation of Dr. Wickliffe, than what 1 


have exhibited from Dr. Fuller; Who tells us, Ch. Hiſt. 
Queſtion lib. 3. 


upon Oblations and Tithes, That it is a 
which, he believes, will never be decided to the 
Contentment of both Parties, in what Notion 
Tithes belong to the Court-Chriſtian. For, 

1. The 
originally, and ex ſua natura, they are of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cog 


2. The common Lawyers defend, that Tithes, 
in their own Nature, is a Civil Thing, and there- 
fore, by Britton (who being Biſhop of Hereford, 
and learned in the Laws of this Realm, was beſt 


P. 82. 


anoniſts, ſays he, maintain, that 


fal ognizance, as commonly avouched, 
and generally believed due, Jure divino. g 


qualified for an impartial Judge herein) omitted, 


when treating of what Things the Church hath 
Cognizance. They affirm therefore, that Tit hes 
were annexed to the Spirituality. Thus they ex- 
pound thoſe Paſſages in Statutes of Titbes, anci- 
ently belonging to Court Chriſtian, as intended 
by Way of Conceſſion, and not otherwiſe. © But 


the Canoniſts, adds Mr. Fuller, are too ſturdy to 


take that for a Gift, which they conceive is their 
Due; leſt Thanks alſo be expected from them 


for enjoying the ſame. And ſo, ſays he, mm. 


leave the Bueſtion where we found it. 
I grant Dr. F/ickliffe thought it reaſonable, that 


hood: Nay, that he allows it to be lawful to have 
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good Prieſt ſhould have a reaſonable Liveli- 
8 moderate Proviſion, beſides the Neceſſaries of 


. > 5 


% " — 
" - 4 
* — 5 bY r air 0 7 Pn 1 - a ay” - . * 
9 = . by ” 
— „ \ =o Fa, ps es I's «qv * — 1 7 + IF 1 5 To —— — 2 * 1 —— — 2 m _—_ G ; _ & W 3 V 33 5 4 "_ —_< _— o 
. 1 - : . . 8 \ * J , 4 þ . 1 4 22 * * y 1 \ * a 0 p o 
L » "ET L . 2 ” . = — e = oy END EEO | 2 ih p 4 — 4 . — 13 3 — 5 = ww 
* 0 . ² l reren 0-8” 17” Re : 67 99." OR en. 2 — „ A rb” cor <4 „„ 5 wow a” 
+ = pr: gr run — ew 8 SG \\ + = » [CIR 2 7 2 8 1 "ec <= WP — — F =D — = BLAIR F384 <A KEE ai Fe _— "%... Y PL by y ; 4 
— — Dy - 1 * 
5 hs, 
= =} 5 RR 8 l ' — 9 o 
* 1 0 4 1 ey G = fe > af 


Bw - 
"mo | Jail 


5. 


* 
f 
2 
7 
$7 
* 
i 
| 
7 


lg 


24 


_ N GE 3 


— — — — 
— — © 
* 


— — — 


2 
am — — 


* R * ** 2 : 
FEE be $2 T: = pn - he” W 
4 1 — * — " * ” . * =. x nd 
" * as —— os N - 
4 
” 2 — 1 —— 2 _ my es ” ad N 
a — : * Pg 
ys is 8 . —— en 2 1 Rs —_— —— . — — — — 
Pam act to POO EE CEE ERS AE LEES Yet Sr ai A * p ß 8 — — mes — n 5 
; 4 : " : - — a ork ey 2 M5 xx , — A - A y bon — . Rb 0 
* " 4 8 = — 2 7 2 2 . 2 — d = * —_— W " . ” = ip — 
5 : 8 2 — — — — - : > 2 8 - — 
I — + — — — * : * e Ay * 4 : : 
1 : * r e 2 293 — 7 2 E 
* = N g 
2 3 . : * 
y 4 


+ 
j ' n 7 E 12 l 
8 = N 40 
4 Ws . — — 2” - 
r —— nr 1 . 3 — 


rr 
8 ——— 1 
78 — + —< N 
* . ' 
— — — $ % 3 
— — hm —o 


— 
21 a 
) Rx Ip "26 1 


1 


* 
— Fr Cr PH OE ET 5 IE 
— x 8 = RE B "La 2 == o : 
— — — by 4 — N 8 


* SD 


— e —— - 

SENSE” oe EI RI IIS 
. 

— 


UII > x 


— — — 
— Dee 
$i AS WC ABC 
— 
2 


2 
2 4 4 
1 — _ 10 "IR * 
— — af > C Fr nd pg 8 þ — 
F — — — ä we . : 5 
— — — — — * ** 8 * „ 
＋ * Den 1 Pn . — - — 1 
. SITE IE —— p GE CANINE 
"_ Nn — * — * ” 2 7˙T * — _ w_ * 6 
— — 2 ſos Ad cones a HO. a ES YL r ay = 0 AAA HG — 
= —— 2 2 6 — © 1 — 1 5 : — = + - 
- OT EEE AN :... I OS 
= A * S, - — _— wars" q — 2 „ — 1 
— du —_ „ 1 4 e = 
_ 8 — —— — — — oy — 
= * — —— —— — —— n —— * — ey = "” 


Wick- 


li, 


p. 120. 


[£34 ] 3 
Liſe of Food and Raiment; as Mr. Lewis ſays, * ig ye. 


14 ry plain from his Writings,” And I knoy of 
none that objects againſt it. But Mr. Lewis him. 
{elf further tells us: That Dr. Wickliſfe diflixe> 
that pooz People ſhauld be conſtrained to find a 
wozloly Pueſt, ſometime unable both of Like and 


Ibidem. Bunning, in Pomp and Pzide, Covetiſle and En: 


7. 296. by, Glatony. Dzunkeneſs and Lechery, ec. And 
follow. further; Now they * luen Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


near, in thus taking Alms wilkully and freely of 
the People, that they trachen, than in taking | 


* Tithes. Dymes and Dfferings, by Cuſtoms that ſinful 


Indepen. 
Whig, 


Men ozdepnen and ulen now in the Time of 


merito- Gzate. Allo, this fs moꝛe medekul in both ſides, 
TIOUS, 


as they undcritonden by Chriſt's Life and his Apo: 
ſtles. Foz thus the People geveth them Alms mor 
wilkully and devoutly; and they taken it mon 
mekely, and ben moze buſy to lerne, keep, and 
teche God's Law, and lo it is better koz both 
loc. 1 
It has been the Obſervation of a modern Au- 
thor, That a Man may be a very ſilly, and 


Vol. III. 00 yet a very pious Man: And if he ſeem pious, 


5. 17. 


“ ſays he, I ought to think him ſo; his ſecret 
<4 Intentions can be known to God only. I, 


indeed, he claim Dominion over me and my 


„ Purſe, for the Support. and Reward of his 
„ Piety, I ſhall ſuſpect that he has none; be- 
“ cauſe I cannot conceive, that Pride, Power, 
and Covetouſneſs, are any Part of Piety, or 

% any way related to it; or that a Paſſion for 


e the Pomp and Pleaſures of this World, is any 


Proof of a Zeal which breaths after the Crob | 
of Chriſt; and the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
« js entirely detached from the Mammon of Un- 
« righteouſneſs. Such Claims therefore, as they 
concern Property, and Things purely Tem— 
2 TT v poral, 


« poral, are _ of Civil Right, and ſab- 
« ject tO the Awards and Diſcretion of Men, 
« and as remote from the Confiderations of Reli- 
gion and Conſcience, as one Thing can be 


„ from another.“ 
To the Fourth, Mr. Lews [ "MF 7. This ſeems 1 
« intended as a Reflection on the twentieth Arti-. 13. 


« cle of Religion, which aſſerts the Lawfulneſs 
« of the Reformation of the Church of England, 


« or the juſt and lawful Authority of the” King 


* 


« and Parliament to enact thoſe Laws which 


« they paſſed concerning the Controverſies be- 
« twixt the Church of Rome and us. But as to 
« Dr. Hickliffe, he is here again miſrepreſented ; 


« his own Words are; TInfinitum magis autentica 


« ef veritas ſeripturæ — The Truth of Scripture 
« js infinitely more authentic than any Perſon 


« now living, or any united Community: There-' 
fore, if there were an hundred Popes, and all 


* the Friars were turned into Cardinals, yet we 


« ought not to ſubmit to their Sentence, in a 
« Matter of Faith, no further than they founded 


it on the Scripture.” I ſhall leave the Reader 
to judge, whether Mr. Lewis underſtood himſelf, 
when he brought this as an Evidence of the Do- 
ctor's being miſrepreſented. 


As ſelf- Defence is undoubtedly the Right of all 
Men; fo I muſt not paſs the ill natur d Inſinua- 


tion of Mr. Lewis, leſt my Silence be taken pro 
confeſſo, as if this Article was intended as a Re- 


flection on the twentieth Article of Religion, as he 


phraſeth it; which aſſerts the Lawfulneſs of the 


Reformation, of the Church of England, or the 


juſt and lawful Authority of the King: and Parlia- - 


ment, to enact thoſe Laws, which they paſſed 
concerning the Controverſies e the n 
of Rome and us. 258 
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| This Gentleman, who is fo fron with his Mit. 
repreſentations, ſeerns to have loſt himſelf in the 


- midſt of them. The - twentieth Article of ** 
Church of Eng land is this, viz. 


'« The Church hath Power to decree. Rites or 
« Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverſies of 


„ Faith; and yet it is not lawful for the Church 


& to ordain any Thing that is contrary to God's 
«© Word written; neither may it ſo expound one 
<« Place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to ano- 
ce ther. Wherefore although the Church be a 
« Witneſs, and a Keeper of Holy Writ ; yet as 


BE oughr not to decree any Thing againſt the 


ſame ; fo, beſides the ſame, ought it not to 


* enforce any Thing to be believed for Neceſſity | 
4 of Salvation.” 


Let the Reader now judge, whether the Article 
aſſerts any Thing like what Mr. Lewis has decla- 


red. But it is no new or uncommon Thing for 


ſome Prieſts to endeavour to. incenſe the Rulers 
apainſt thoſe, whoſe Conſciences will not permit 
them to conform to every Thing enjoined by the 
Church. This, indeed, more particularly belongs 
to the Practice of the Romiſb Clergy. And Iam 
ſorry that the Church of England 7 ſhould be ble- 

miſh*d with any ſuch ; Ls we are aſſured, by 


the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his Defence 


of the Expoſition of the Doctrines of the Churh 
of England; That ſhe does not take upon her 
«wp - abſolute Miſtreſs of her. Members; but 
« allows a higher Place and Authority to the Gul- - 


<« dance of the Holy Scriptures, than to that of 
* her own Deciſions.” And in his excellent Ser- 
mon, intitled, Falſe Prophets tried by their Fruits, 


expreſſes himſelf thus: If the Scriptures be, 4s 

ve all agree that they are, the Word of 

4 and were written for our Inſtruction; then hen 
| « m 


18 n „ MESS Alli... ae” eZ ns.” 


„ 


| 


| 


„„ 2 
«:muft follow the Conduct of them, and hold 


R c 
C « faſt to the Truth which they deliver, tho* not 


« only a Company of aſſuming Men, calling 
« themſelves The Church, but the whole Horld 
« ſhould conſpire againſt us“. 
Now, to ſpeak my own Sentiments, with Mr. 
Liss leave, I am inclined to believe, That the 
Authority of the Church in Controverſies of Faith, 
is the grand, if not the fole_Topick, whereby 
the Papiſts have ſeduced many Proteftants of the 
Church of England into their Communion. But 
I cannot believe, that that Clauſe rightly and fairly 
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belongs to that Article, becauſe it is controverted, = 
and by ſome declared a Forgery inſerted there; 1 
which by Time got ſtrength amongſt us, like 1 
ſome other Things, without any juſt Foundation. = 
le Dr. Fuller, a Zealous and Reverend Divine of Ch. Hift. 1 = 
a- the Church of England, tells us, That the Clauſe Cent. 16. Wo 
or of the Churches Power is omitted in the Engliſp® 74. = 
5 and Latin Articles ſet forth in 1571. when the 1 
It were firſt ratified by Act. And the fame is at- = 
he firmed by Laud, Heylin, and Biſhop Burnet. 9 
g I freely confeſs (though the 20th Article was 1 
m not in my Thoughts when I wrote thoſe Lines "8 
e- which Mr. Lewis would have People to take as a | 
by Reflection thereon) that I am againſt the Autho- 


ce rity of Prieſts, though I reverence them much 

<> wvbo rule well, and am ready 20 yield them double 

er Honour; and that I am for the Authority of the 

ut Proteſtant Religion, contained in the Scriptures. 

i. WH And herein I doubt not, but I agree with moſt Proteſt. 

of of the Reverend Gentlemen of the Church of Eng- 3 

r- land, as well as with the incomparable Chilling- Way. 

ts, worth, who faid (as has been often, and cannot 

as be too often inculcated upon the Minds of Prote- | 
d, ſtants) By the Religion of Proteſtants I do not 


75 - underſtand the Doctrine of Luther, or Calvin, 
"mM 
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* 'or Melan#hbon ; nor the Confeſſion of Auputa 
<<, of Geneva; nor the Catechiſm of Heidelberg; 
nor the Articles of the Church of England; but 
the Bible, the Bible. I ſay, the Bible only is 
the Religion of Proteſtants. Whatſoever elſe 
they may believe, as Matter of Faith and Re. 
< ligion, they cannot do it with Coherence to 
their own Grounds, nor require the Belief of 
<< it of others, without moſt high and moſt ſchiſ- 

“ matical Preſumption. I, for my part, after a 
<< long, and (as J verily believe and hope) im- 
<< partial Search of the true Way to eternal Hap- 
pineſs, do profeſs plainly, that I cannot find 

| any Reſt for the Sole of my Feet, but upon this 

Rock only. I ſee plainly, and with my own 
Eyes, Councils againſt Councils; ſome Fathers 
© againſt others; the ſame Fathers againſt them- 
*< ſelves; a Conſent of Fathers of one Age, 
<« againſt. a Conſent of Fathers of another Age; 

| and the Church of one Age againſt the Church 
; * of. another Age; Traditive Interpretations of 

'« Scripture are pretended, but few or none to be 
found. No Tradition but only of Scripture 
4 can derive it ſelf from the Fountain. Ina 
Word, there is no ſufficient. Certainty but of 
«« Scripture only, for any conſidering Man to 
build upon. This therefore, and this only, | 
have reaſon to believe; this I will profeſs; ac- 

| © cording to this I will live; and for this, if 
e there be Occaſion, I will not only willingly, 
but gladly loſe my Life; though I ſhould be 
( ſorry, that Chriſtians ſhould take it from me.” 

Account, To the fifth Mr. Lewis only ſays, Nothing 

p. 1. of it appears in his own Writings; and that it 

2 « 1s certain he made uſe of preſcribed Forms of 

Prayer as long as he lived, or attended on the 

Forms then preſcribed and impoſed.” - 12 
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FR 7 
This ſeems to me very unlikely. But as we have 
no Circumſtances in proof of the Fact, and only 5 
Mr. Lewis's bare Word in proof of his Certain, ö 
and in Oppoſition to the Teſtimony of Dr. Fuller, 


from whom J quoted, I ſhall leave the Reader 
to judge of the Sufficiency thereof; only obſer- 


ving, that Mr. Lewis himſelf ſeems to be in ſome 
doubt. He made uſe of, or attended on, is no 
more a Proof of his good liking, than ſigning the 
Thirty Nine Articles of the Church of England is 2 
a Proof of the good liking of the Article of Pre- 


deſtination. 8 


I mentioned my Inclination to believe, that Hiſt. Eng- 
Dr. Wickliffe was a Baptiſt, becauſe Thamat Wal- Bap. 
denſis and Foſeph Vicecomes had declared him ſuch; ). 5: 
and J acknowledged, that from his own Books p. 10. 
the Fact ſeemed doubtful.” | : 
Mr. Lewis does not attempt to confute either 
Waldenfis or Vicecomes, but gives us ſome Inſtan- 
ces out of his Writings to prove he was for In- 
fant-Baptiſm. But as I obſerved, ſeveral of the 
Romiſh Errors are aſſerted in the ſame Books, 
which it is plain he afterwards denied; ſo I ſay 
ſtill; he might, after he had wrote thoſe Books, 


be of another Mind in the Point of Infant-Bap- 


tiſm, and write againſt it, in ſome of thoſe 200 
Books that were burnt; of which, as Dr. Fuller ; 
laid, not a tittle was left. TIA 

Here Mr. Lew:s, to ſhew his good Breeding, Account, 
gives the Doctor the lye. His Words are, But ? 21. 
it is abſolutely falſe, that not a Tittle is left of 


200 Books of Dr. Wickliffes.” What a pal- 
pable groſs Miſrepreſentation is this? I dare ſay, 


no Man before underſtood Dr. Fuller in this 
manner. There may, as Mr. Wharton ſays, be 
as many of the Works of Wickliffe yet extant, as 
when printed together. would make four or five 
Sl Volumes 


[6] 

Volumes. in Folio, and yet not a Tittle left of the 
200 Books Dr. Fuller makes mention of 

g- 13. I further qbſerved, that whether Wickliffe de. 

| nied Infant-Baptiſm or not, it is certain, he was 
the firſt Reformer of any Note that ſpread thoſe 

Tenets among the Engliſh, which tend to over. 

throw the Practice of Baptizing Infants ; and that 

if he did. not purſue the Conſequence of his own 
Doctrines ſo far, yet many of his Followers did, 

| and were made Baptiſts by it. . 
Ibidem. To this Mr. Lewis replies thus, But neither 

| « js it true, that he ſpread any Tenets, which 
« tend to overthrow Infant-Baptiſm; nor that 

„ any of his Followers were Anabaptiſts. He 

„ no where taught, that no Rule or Ceremony 

c ought to be received in the Church, which is not 

<« plainly confirmed by the Word of God, Cc.“ 

This Reverend Gentleman ſeems now to be 

quite out of all Humour, and lets fly his Nega - 

tives by wholeſale; but makes no Reply to Dr. 
Fuller's Words, viz. That wiſe Men leave that 

91 5 as impertinent, which is not plainly expreſſed in 
1 Life of Scripture, Now if we may believe Mr. Lewis 
TO. VEE himſelf, he tells us, „ That Dr. Wickliffe wrote 
WH 7 <« a Tract of tbe Sebiſin of the Roman Pontifs ; 
| « and ſoon after publiſhed his Book, Of tht 

« Tyuth of Scripture; in which he contended for 

<« the tranſlating of the Scriptures into Engliſh; 

and affirmed, That God's Will is plainly re- 

© vealed in two Teſtaments; that Chriſt's Law 

* ſufficeth by it ſelf, to rule Chriſt's Church; 

& that a Chriſtian Man well underſtanding it 

&« may thence gather ſufficient Knowledge, du- 

„ ring his Pilgrimage here upon Earth; that 

<« whereas all Truth is contained in holy Scrip- 
e ture, whatever Diſputation is not originally 
<« thence to be deduced, is accounted profane.“ 
But to proceed, | Mr 
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Mr. Lewis affirms, < That Dr. Wickliffe ne- Account. 


10 « yer affirmed, That they are Fools and Pre-) 22 

* C ſumptuous, who affirm ſuch Infants not to be 

148 « ſaved who die without Baptiſm,” 5 

oſs I ſhall only take Notice here, from Mr. Lewis Life of 

ers himſelf, what he replied to another, who inform- Wicklife, 

lat ed his Reader, That John Woodford was com- rege 

m manded by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to- 

id, oppugn eighteen Errors of Jobn Wickliſfes, ta- 
ken out of his Trialogue; and that one of them 

er ſtruck at Infant-Baptiſm. _ „„ 

ch That one Article, ſays Mr. Lewis, is the 4th. 

ut which is thus expreſſed, That they who deter- 

Je % mine that the Children of the Faithful, whe die 

ny « without Baptiſm, ſhall not be faved, are in 

ot this preſumptuous and fooliſh.” But to paſs 

„ this. Mr. Lewis acknowledges that Dr. Wickliſfe 

be did affirm, * Baptiſm does not profit to the Sal- 


7 “ yation of the Soul.“ Then I ſay, he was not 


Yr. of Opinion, that it made the Perſon baptized a 

at Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor 

in of the Kingdom of Heaven. Now, whether this 

vis be not a Neger that has a Tendency to overthrow N 

te Infant-Baptiſm, I ſhall leave to the Reader. 0 
T There is no Proof, ſays Mr. Lewis, that I Account, 
he © can find, that any of Dr. Wickliffe's Followers?” 3 
or « were Anabaptiſts, or denied the Baptiſm of In- 

by “ fants. He died, we have ſeen, in 1384. And 


E « it appears by the following Hiſtory, that none 


W * of the Englyh Nation were known to be of this 
13 « Opinion till about, 1600. above 200 Years 
UE io, ̃ͤ 71 

. It does not follow there were none, becauſe Mr. 


ar Lewis could not find them. His Eyes being ſo 
: much fix d upon Germany, might be ſo dazzled, that 
P r SLA 
ly he could make no Uſe of them here. How well 
it appears that none of the Engli/þ Nation were 
known to be of this Opinion till about the Tear 
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1600, I have already Feplic Ws, yd M 
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Ar. Lewis 
own Conceſſions and Proofs in this very Treatiſe of 
his, relating to the Times of King Henry VIII. and 
Edward VI. For a further Account I refer my 
Readers to page 13, &c. of the Hiſtory of the 
Engliſb Baptiſts ;. and leave them to judge, We- 


ther none of the Followers of Dr. Wickliffe werd 


to be found who denied Infants Baptiſm. But 
that the Riſe of the Enęliſb Baptiſts was not at that 
Time where Mr. Lewts would fix, I have ſuffici- 
ently made appear; neither has he ſaid ariy Thing 


to contradict it. I ſhall, in the Preface of the /e- 
| cond Volume, now going to the Preſs, endeavour 


to ſhew, that the firſt Chriſtians in this and were 
Engliſh Baptiſts, and that they continued ſo about | 
300 Years; and that, when, by a general Maſſacre 4 


of the Monks of Bangor, the Subject of Baptiſm 


was changed, yet the Mode continued about 1200 
Years afterward. But I ſhall lay no great Stref 


upon theſe Things. For did it appear, that the Pra- 


ctice of the Engliſb Baptiſts was but of Yeſterday; 
yet if it be found conſentaneous with the Word of 
God xevealed in the Bible, all Cuſtoms, Decrees of 
Councils, Articles of Churches, Sc. would be to 
me of no effect. That Chriſt's Kingdom is not of 
this World, has been ſo judiciouſly made appear 
by a worthy Prelate ſtill in being, that all the 
Cavils of ſelfiſh Prieſts do, and will continue to 


appear, like Motes in the Sun, to all thoſe who 


« The Church of Chrift, ſays his Lordſhip, is 
ce the Kingdom of Chriſt ; he is King in his own 
. Kingdom; he is ſole Lawgiver to his Subjects, 
<« and fole Judge in Matters relating to Salvation. 


have the Happineſs to be of Chriſt's Kingdom. 


2 


« His Laws and Sanctions are plainly fixed, 4" 
« relate to the Favour of God, and not at all to 
„the Rewards or Penalties of this World. All 
his Subjects are equally his Subjects; and, as 


LA, 


{uch, 


| * if a Man be evidently convinced, upon the beſt 


C 41 "> 5 
« uch, equally withour Authority, to alter, to 
& add to, or to interpret his Laws fo, as © claim 
. the abſolute Submifſion of others to ſich Inter- 
ation. And all are his Subjects, and in his 
6 Kingdom, who are ruled and Soveind by him. 
« Their Faith was once delivered by him. The 
« Conditions of their Happineſs were once laid 
« down by him. The Nature of Ged's Ape 
« © "wi once declared by him: And it is s eaſy to 
, whether of the two is theft LY 
6 « Bath e of the Kingdom ef Chriſt, chat is, a 
« Neluber of his Oerch; +6 Let all whats Par. © 
« ticulars in thoſe plain and ſhort Declaratiens Gk N 
« their King and Lawgiver himſelf; or to hunt 3 
« after them, through the infinite Contract 
« the numberlefs Perplexities, the endleſs Dif- 
« prftes of weak Men in ſeveral Ages, till the 1 
60 Enquirer himſelf is loft in the Labyrinth, and, - "0 
« perhaps, ſits down in Diſpair or Infidehty. - If 
6 Chriſt be Gar King, fays he, let us ſhew our, 
& ſelves Subjects to him alone, in the great Affair 
of Conſcience and eternal Salvation; and with- 
« out fear of Man's Judgment, live and act as 
becomes thoſe who wait for the Appearatee'of 
* an all knowing and impartial Judge; even chat 
* King, whoſe Kingdom is not of this World. © 
The late Archbiſtiop of Canterbury, to the ve-Expoſ. of 
y fame Purpoſe, excellently obſerves ; * That, the Dock. 
in Matters of Faith, a Man is to judge for him- N 8 
* ſelf; and the Scriptures are a clear and faſſiet- , ON” 
* ent Rule for hit to judge by: And therefore,” 


o i% q — 
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5 Enquiry he can make, that his particular Be- 
* lief is forinded -upon the Word of God, _ and that 
* of the Church is not; he is obliged fo ſupport 
te and adhere to his own Belief, in Oppoſition to 
chat of the Cturch.“ And further adds, © The © 


E < of this miiſt be very evident co all | 
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. their Faith. For. if this he ſo; then individua g 
. Perſons, as well as Churches, muſt judge of M 
e cheir Faith according to what they find in 
44 Scripture—— And if they are convinced, that 
a % between the Voice of the Church, and that wil 
| e than the former; they muſt follow the E 1 


5 Again, his e in 8 preached at 8. 


does both; and not (nc > carey tho” 0 
never ſo much ſeeming Aut 


« aſs TR own; noe the Church, bas the Si 


 Intituled, Falſe Prophets tried by their Fruits, ob- 
ſerves, That every particular Perſon js to anſwer F 
s to God for his own Soul; and muſt examine, 
t as far as he is able, both what he believes, andi 


Brief Reply to Mr. Lewis. I obſerved % 1 
Reader in my firſt Volume, that 1 did not think if 


ſome of 255 Opinion, in the Point of Baptiſm, 
heterodox Opinions; and that it is unreaſonable te 9 | 


impute the Miſcarriages of ſome ti the reſt of that 1 
Body to which they belong, until they rofeſs ana 


5 tures, to be the ultimate Rule and Guide 5 


cc there is a Diſagreement in any Point of Faith, 
«. Scripture 3 they muſt ſtick to the latter, rather 
« not inferior Judge.“ 


Fames's Weſtminiſfter, on the gth of Nov. 1699. 


«©. how he practiſes, and upon what Grounds heli 


ori F 
Thus have I been necetharity oblived to at A 
reflected any Odium on the Engliſb Baptiſts, that 
have been charged with heretical Notions, andi 


manifeſt their Approbation of them, It is mu 


more unreaſonable to impute the Miſcarriages ani 
who in ſome one Point now believe — act ad 
Principles or their. practi 


: I was aforehand with Mr. Lewis; and theſe few U 
_ Lines ere a compleat and full e * * 


bad Principles of Perſons long fince dead, to tholgil 


they did, but own not, nor abet, either their bad l £ 
ical Enormities. So thall 
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